138                 The Mahdbharata: A Criticism.
wife left Hastinapura without much ceremony. But
that was not to be. The old king was terrified again
when his sons told him that he had let off roused
serpents. If he wanted his sons to live he must call the
Pandavas back and send them to live in the forest for 12
years and to live one year more incognito to go into
exile again if discovered. They were ready to go into
exile themselves if they lost the game. As fate would
have it Dhritarashtra sent for the Pandavas again and
unable to refuse as true Kshatriyas they played once
more and lost the game and their kingdom.